Act 220 Considerations

(B)  CONSIDERATIONS.--THE STATE WATER PLAN AND REGIONAL PLANS SHALL CONSIDER:

(1) THE INTERCONNECTIONS AND RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN GROUNDWATER AND SURFACE WATER AS COMPONENTS OF A SINGLE HYDROLOGIC RESOURCE.

(2) REGIONAL WATER RESOURCES NEEDS, OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES AS IDENTIFIED AND EVALUATED BY THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE.

(3) FEDERAL, STATE AND INTERSTATE WATER RESOURCES POLICIES, PLANS, OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES, INCLUDING THOSE IDENTIFIED IN STATUTES, REGULATIONS, COMPACTS, INTERSTATE AGREEMENTS OR COMPREHENSIVE PLANS ADOPTED BY FEDERAL AND STATE AGENCIES AND COMPACT BASIN COMMISSIONS.

(4) THE NEEDS AND PRIORITIES REFLECTED IN COMPREHENSIVE PLANS AND ZONING ORDINANCES WHERE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS IS SATISFIED:

(I) A COUNTY ADOPTS A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 301 OR 302 OF THE MUNICIPALITIES PLANNING CODE AND MUNICIPALITIES IN THE COUNTY HAVE ADOPTED COMPREHENSIVE PLANS AND ZONING ORDINANCES IN  ACCORDANCE WITH SECTIONS 301, 303(D) AND 603(J) OF THE  MUNICIPALITIES PLANNING CODE.

(II) MUNICIPALITIES HAVE ADOPTED A COUNTY PLAN OR A MULTIMUNICIPAL PLAN UNDER ARTICLE XI OF THE MUNICIPALITIES PLANNING CODE AND THE PARTICIPATING MUNICIPALITIES HAVE CONFORMED THEIR LOCAL PLANS AND ORDINANCES TO THE COUNTY OR MULTIMUNICIPAL PLAN BY IMPLEMENTING COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS AND ADOPTING APPROPRIATE RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES.

(III) A COUNTY ADOPTS A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 301 OR 302 OF THE MUNICIPALITIES PLANNING CODE AND EITHER:

(A) THE COUNTY HAS ADOPTED AND IS ADMINISTERING, IN LIEU OF MUNICIPALITIES IN THE COUNTY, A COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTIONS 301, 303(D) AND 603(J) OFTHE MUNICIPALITIES PLANNING CODE; OR

(B) THE COUNTY HAS ADOPTED A COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 301 OR 302 OF THE MUNICIPALITIES PLANNING CODE WHICH IS IN EFFECT, IN LIEU OF COMPREHENSIVE PLANS ADOPTED BY       MUNICIPALITIES IN THE COUNTY, AND MUNICIPALITIES IN THE COUNTY HAVE ADOPTED ZONING ORDINANCES GENERALLY CONSISTENT WITH SUCH COUNTYCOMPREHENSIVE PLAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTIONS 303(D) AND 603(J) OF THE MUNICIPALITIES PLANNING CODE.

(5) THE WATER QUANTITY AND QUALITY NECESSARY TO SUPPORT REASONABLE AND BENEFICIAL USES.

(6) A BALANCING AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF MULTIPLE USES OF  WATER RESOURCES, RECOGNIZING THAT ALL WATER RESOURCES OF THIS COMMONWEALTH ARE CAPABLE OF SERVING MULTIPLE USES AND HUMAN NEEDS, INCLUDING MULTIPLE USES OF WATER RESOURCES FOR REASONABLE AND BENEFICIAL USES.

(7) THE DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN SHORT-TERM AND LONG-TERM CONDITIONS, IMPACTS, NEEDS AND SOLUTIONS TO ENSURE APPROPRIATE AND COST-EFFECTIVE RESPONSES TO WATER RESOURCES ISSUES.

(8) THE BENEFITS AND COSTS AND SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF ALTERNATIVE POLICIES, PROGRAMS, PROJECTS AND ACTIONS.

(9) APPLICATION OF THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL AND UNIFORM TREATMENT OF ALL WATER USERS THAT ARE SIMILARLY SITUATED AND ALL USERS OF RELATED FACILITIES, WITHOUT REGARD TO ESTABLISHED POLITICAL BOUNDARIES.

